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The News. ,

Id another part of this morning's Hee^ud will be
found the detuU at the Cilifornia news brought
jesterisy-by. the steamship NortKrn Light. Two

¦ cattee of atabtoiDg and attempt At murder tire report
«d, the perpettttora ot both havicg been instiga'ed
'by ieakrasy. The first cose was thit of a police
officer of San Fr&neisoo, who, as it La alleged, deduced
and abandoned a joung girl, who sought to take
snmipery vengeance upon her betrayer. The other
was & former Jiidgeof aMlchigati court and ex-mem¬
ber of the legislature, who had made indecent pro-
poedh to die Wife of a citizen of S«n Pranciaca, and
had been repulsed, but «till pursued her until the hus-
baiidcahght htm where he ahunld not have been, and
initiated upon him sundry slabs. The new State, in a
Moral point of view, is yet fluaoept'bl* of a vast dsai
of pruning. The Northern Light brought but little
over half a miHien of dollars, three hundred and
twenty eight thowiaud of which was shipped by
Page, Bacch & 0o«, and consigned (o their former
agents in this eitj. The news in unimportant in
any particular point of view, but ntvertheleaa con¬

tains some interesting item*.
By this arrival we hate intelligence from Oregon

and Washington Territories, the Lagisiiture* of
both of which assembled and organized on the 4th
alt., »t their respective capitoK
From Carson Valley, now a portion of Utah Ter-

aitory, we learn tfcat the inhabitants had held a

meeting to consult upon the question of cutting
kxw-e from the Mormons, and setting up for them¬
selves a kind of independent government, or whe¬
ther it was better to remain unlet until such time
as tbey wculd be peimitted to annex theuuelvei to
Hie R:»te of California. W'isj counsel* prevailed,
aad tbf > concJutea to await the comummaaun of
the latter proposition.
By the arrival of the Isabel at Charleston, we

have received advices from ITivinj to tbe 11th inst
The Falcon Was three dav« overdue at Havana when
the Isabel left, and ftara were entertained for her
¦aftty. The Ptdltdelphia, from New Orioaus, had
anivt d at Havana two days behind time. In con¬

sequence of bad weather, she had been compelled to
throw overboard three hundred barrels of fl>ar
Her inddtr a>o w»s much uiju'ed.
JJo business «f much importance wai transited

it CuogreM jftrfarday. In the 8en*t? the biil for

aoniinutfigtM appropri^iou tp the Ortlina ate taj
era for curying the mail bjtw.vn this city at<d
Liverpool wss t«ken up, bui was indefinitely post¬
poned. The joint.resolution on the Arctic search
for Dr. Kaee and his companions was passed, and
after a she r I debate on the Judicial iUioria bill, the
Senate went Into executive at salon.

In the House of Repress ut itiv^s th9 time of the
member* was priaclpa ly occupied with a debate
on the Pacific railroad. Mr. L9teher, wh:> was ap¬
pointed to take testimony in thn alleged Patent ex¬

tension fraud* at the last .«ession, reported that ha
«u anable to compel Mr. Caase. an important wit- ,

rees, to testify. A long argument as to the posrer
of Congieu on the subject sprung up, in which
.evtral gentlemen participated, but no conclusion
in the matter aaj come to.
From Washington we learn that the Hon. Pierre

80*16, our Minister to Spain, had sent in hi* resig¬
nation of that offl.e, and that the Hon. J. C. Break-
enridge, of Kentucky, hid been appointed his sue-

eesso*. Tie nomination ot Mr. lireokeuridgo was

confirmed by the Senate, in executive session, yes¬
terday. Changes in the State and Treasury Depart¬
ments are expected to take place Bhortly Mr.
Matey, it is said, only waiting for an opportunity to

get a tint class mission to Kurope. w j our tele¬

graphic despatch frr full detail?.
Several bills were introduced into the legislature

at Albany yesterday, among which may b3 enu¬

merated, t» the most important, a bdl regulating
the rate of interest; oae stle;ting insnrancs compa¬
nies; amcsdlrg tbe city c'uartt r, cay railroads;
and several others of minor importance. Tbe report
of the Btnte Prison Inspectors was also presented,
and will be found in its appropriate place in oar

columns.
? new temperance bill, designed to aS>ct the

alty and county of Philadelphia, his recently been
introdur'd into the Senate of Pennsylvania. The
proviskns of this bill require that the C-mrt of

Quarter Sessions shall appoint three appraisers or
dealers, distillers, and brewers; and that no license
shall be issued unless the certificate of the apprils-
ers be first filed, together with a petition of tw.lve

respectable householders In the ward where tho
liquor is to be sold, abating that the applicant is of

good moral character, and tliat public convenience
will be promoted. There are aleo aeveral other
forms to be oomplied with before the ItceOM can be
obtained. Drnnk nness la to be made a misde¬
meanor, aid pnnUh-d by a line not exceeding Ave
dollar* for every off-no*.

A bill lus been introduoed Into ihi Legislature of

Pennsylvania granting po ideal and civil lights to

petsoraof color, now residing, or who may here¬
after reside, in that State.

Several Ve ssela at th* dor ka to Bonth meet, yas
terdsy, eeastd toaoug, tecsuae the laoorera tefu*»d

to work at $1 CO p^r day, Instead of II 73, hitherto

paid. Ihe excetnive aosagtalat about '.Ard times

and distress amr ug men able to work, bardlj r-ee atd

to square with the refusal of so many of that

ebon to refuse implnyment at tt 60 per day.
Soma of the eaployrrs were in dilTimlty aj tut

obtaieing tbe neo«sR»ry labor, and taiMi about the

possibility ot having to apply to the Commis* lon¬
ers ol Emigration fcr beip.
Amectitgof thi friends of Page, TJtoon A Co.

was hald iaat eiauiog at the Metropolitan II >tol. to

take into consideration the pesit! >o of that flr*n,
and ascertain whether tbey w» re ao'e to sus'.^ia

tbwiMlWfc About oh-' BAlftid |«tkm»a were

d eseat and xuoch interest * as ouniftated in the
A committee of live wm appointed

..WW* toil***** w Xf' Bwn'

one of the gentlemen composing the firm of P*ge,
Bacon ft Go.

A resolution w as offered to the Boird of Alder¬
man let* evenlnr, reconaenitog the aoooln'rujat
of a BfM ci J conmittee of Ave, to act In conjunction
with a similar rommittee from the Board of Coan-
cilmen. tofn-ofed to Albany and procure the pas
«i#ge of Mich »iiu ii<1m» ntwj to the city charter as

would, in the* judgment, mwt oondaoe to the in¬
terest of tbo eu». The resolution give rlne to con¬
siderable oii-cofsion, and, after an ununited debit-*,
was rt lerred to the C >m:nlKt-e on Laws, A resolu¬
tion to tag city itUfoad oa'fl wai al*> offered,
whit, after be'ng ascended, was referred to the
Committee on Ordinances.
N< thing of \htj eppec'al interest came np in the

Board of Councilman last evening. Major Wood's
fi r it veto was received In relation to a resolution of
the Board directing the CommWjsioner of ttsoMra
ard Supplies to eoipliy men to tuke down the
reins of the City Hall. The rrselutinn was vetsed,
on the ground that U s modeinwhiih the work
was diiected to be done conflicted with tho aity
charter.
Cotton continued quite Ann yesterday, and the

tales reached about £,600 biles; about 1,500 a 2,000
were on the »i>ot, aad the remainder io transita
The martst closed in favor of sellers. We quote
middling Uplands afS|c., do. Florida at 8ji. a 8|o«;
Mobile at and Now Orleans and Texas at 8je.'
Bute and < »teta brand# < t floor were ut/cha'jged,
vjitu numeral.- **!*». CwaoUn «as sooiethiaR easier
at fcatarda>'u rates. duthern continued dull*
Wbcut ww nt-minftl. Indian corn favored purchas¬
ers, closing at 10.1 a 104 for Muithern white and
jeilow. An extra lot ot Southern white sold at 106.
Mixed wssdulL Provwionh were at about Saturday's
quotations, with moderate transactions. About 500
bbla. lard and 600 boces shoit middles of bacon
were fold, dellverable on ship botrd, at Baltimore,
for expoit, the former at 10c. aid the lairer at 7Xc.

The Old Women's Conventions of11we Day and
the New .Revolution.

They have been holding for aoiuo doys past,
at New Orleans, another of those curious pow¬
wows, called Southern Commercial Conven¬
tions; and they have been proposing various
devices for developing the resources, stirring
up the dormant industry, and for establishing
the commercial independence of the Soutn.
Among these devices they .propose that tue Pa¬
cific railroad shall go by some Southuru r.»ute,
tapping the Atlantic at Charleston thu>. f*ti >lic
lands ought to be voted liberally to. Southern
railroads. 1 hat Cuba must be had.and that
it would be a good thing to re-establish the
slave trade between tbe baraceous of the coast
of Africa, and the neglected seaports of Mexico.
Such are some of the principal expedients

laid before this Southern Convention at New
Orleans, the great object of which is to devise,
the ways and means lor rendering the South
wholly independent of the Noith in dotnrstic
manufactures and foreign eommerce. Well, the
old women in both hemispheres have lately been
stirring themselves, and holding all sorts of
conventions upon matters of science, religion,
politics and trade; and this New. Orleans
Convention may be classcd among Ibem. The
gravity and practical utility of its proceedings
aic only surpassed by tbe awful and pompous
solemnity of the doings of tbe late grand coun¬
cil at Rome, upon the paramount question of
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed yir-
gin. It the learned Roman hierarchy have
unanimously authorized the Tope to decree to
tbe allied armies at Sebastopol, "and the rest
of mankind," the Immaculate Conception of
the Yirgin as a dogma of faith, and as the true
road to the golden streets of the New Jerusa.
leni, so is the New Orleans convention equal¬
ly unanimous in tavor of a Southern railroad
as the true route to the gyld mines of Califor¬
nia. .

.

I'pon other sheets tbe practical utility of
the propositions entering into tht> "dolibera'iioas
of the New Orleans cohventlon, ftfe AA t, par
with the resolutions of our 'women's rights,
nr.d other old granny conventions of the North.
,lf tbe New Orleans reformers have resolved
that we must have Cuba, our women's rights
women have resolved, over and over again, that

they must have the right of suffrage, trie right
to run for Congress or the Legislature, for Pre¬
sident or for Governor; and an equal right to
the public plunder, as well as the right to wear

the biccchis. Audit it has been proposed at
New Orleaus to tuke measures for re opening
the African slave trade with Africa, our old gran¬
ny conventions of the Nortn, of both sexes and
all colors. hav«. been resolving tor twenty years
past, that slavery and all distinctions of color
shall be abolished. So, too, If olr Southern
conventions have decreed in favor of liberal
Brants of the public domaiu to Southern rail¬
roads, our land reformers of the Nortb, old wo¬

men included, are working away like beavers
for the cession of all the public lauds in free
farms to actual squatters : upon the dogma of
the Hutchinson family, that

l nclf Knm is ricli enough
To glvn us all a lum.

Even the great cardinal measure ot these South¬
ern convention!-.thai of establishing the bene¬
fits of direct traffic and free trade between
Southern and European ports is eclipsed by
the proclamation of Miss Frederick Bremer,
which proposes nothing less than a universal
association of ladies, young and old. of all
Christendom, for the abolition of siu and misery
throughout tbe world.

No. no! Southern abstraction conventions,
and speeches, and resolutions, will no more
alter the laws and channels of trade, nor build
Pacific railroads, nor secure the Island of Culie,
nor re-establish the slave trade, than will our

i women's rights and old gruuny reforming
; conventions and coteries of the North

nbolibh the existing laws of society. Ac-
i lion, enterprise, capital, and well directed in.

dnstry arc the- instruments for developing
the resources and wealth of the South.
If they wonld huve direct trade with Europe,"
they must put th^ir ships upon the sea; if they
mould have manufactories, they must erect

,
them. Thi y have tke water power, the climate,

; the raw materia^- all the required natural ad-
! vantages tor Mieo^ssful competition with the

North. If they would hove railroads, they
roust look to other sources than the federal
treasury ; and if they would have a Pacific rail¬
road by the Southtrn route, ten proud lobby
men. w<.11 armed with the sinew - of war, at
Washington, will avail more than a Southern
couveution of ten thousand mciu at New Or¬
leans.

It is gratifying to know that of late years, in
Virginia. Tcum ssee. the Carolina*, Georgia,
ur»d other Southern States, they have l»een
going to work iu fuctotios, foundries , railroads,
and other practical enterprises, in the righf
wuy. Let tke w» rk be followed np after this
fashion, and uo SouttH rn attraction conven¬
tions will be needed todevelope the latent riches
and vast resources of tlie .M'Utb. Mr. Wife,,of
Virginia, in his stump speeches, is disclosing
the true business policy of the Southern SUt< s.

Lit ai hope that the day for the exhausting vx-

periments of intangible Southern abstractions
hue pawed away.

It ir sorocwfa' remarkable that this Southern
convention at New Oileaos appears to b.iva
cloftd its e>e» to the " fi»-d lacfc" toat a

j!i#*at and mysterious revolution i» at *.»rk alt
ov< r this country; a moral ami itolnical revolu¬
tion which is rapidly eastiuic overbo mi all the
old women's p<atf<ir«us, all tti« siheujes of
Northern i»i)i)OM>pt>cr3 and Southern reformers,
together with ail tbe mbbieb and clup trap of
old political togks, old uaity hucksters, arid all
tbe rusty and rotten machinery of old p»rty
juntas ar*d Balvaiore conventions. Strange,
too, that this New Or teaus convention, in this
oorvoectioc, bave n<>t discovered the Mly of re-

wdving that w< must have Curia, whatever ob¬
stacles m*y interpose.
We say that a ^reat revolution is nt work,

mysteriously t*it potently working out a new

order of things in this couutry. It was com¬
menced under an eccentric and equivocal
designation, as most great revolutions do be
gin; but it is developiui* a strength which is
irresistible, and an onward tendency which
.cannot be arrested. It must suuersede for the
time, all purely sectional schemes, political o<*

commercial; all tbe ©id party issues of tho
¦country ; oil whig and dimor,raU^,ajrang<'riifiut9,
local or general; ail Cabinet plolftftnd intrigues
for the succession.for this newrevolu ion must
go on till its work, is accomplished. Recogni¬
zing it, too, as a great spontaneous uprising of
tfce people, politicians and reformers must sub¬
mit to be carried with tbe current or to be
driven ashore. . a .

*

It is a great conservative revolutionary
movement, comprehensive in its setpe, and be¬
neficent in its tendencies, in tfce extirpation of
tbe rottenness and corruptions which have
caused the oM parties of tbe <14y to stink in tae
nostrils ot the nation; and beneficent, in restor¬
ing, upon the bat-is of tbe constitution, the an¬
cient faaimouies of all sections of the Union.
To this end tbe Mew Orleans convention may
be too faBt upon tbe Cuba question. Mr. Cal-
houu-M idea of a Southern sectional balance of
power somewhere in tfie government, is as

nearly attained as can be in the Senate, with¬
out a dangerous disturbance of the existing
general equilibrium. Tbe acquisition of Cuba
as a slave State, without some equivalent con¬
cession to the North, in this view, it will now
be difficult to achieve; and the British provinces
to the noith of us are not yet ripe for annexa¬
tion.
The truth is, that, judging from this great

national conservative movemeut of the Know
Nothings, which discountenances tbe revival of
the anti slavery agitation, which aim* to restore
harmony between the North and the South,
which holds to the exact doctrine of non-inter¬
vention in tbe domestic affairs of the several
States, which appreciates the hazards of at¬
tempting, yet for a season, tbe lurther acquisi¬
tion of foreign territories.judging, we say,
from thepe aspects of this conservative move¬

ment, we doubt whether, for some years yet to
come, we shall annex Cuba, or Mexico, or the
Sandwich Islands, or any other outside country-whatever.

Here, then, is onr position. While the old
women of both the Old World and the New are

holding their political, social, religious and
commercial conventions, aud while the old
party hucksters of the day, in and out of the
Cabinet, North and Sooth, are laying their
pipe -and shaping (heir plans for tbe next
bwindMng cational council at Baltimore, we are

endeavoring to open the eyes of all concerned
to the vanity of their labors, in view of tho
great revolution undertaken, and under way,
by the spontaneous action of the American
people. Clear the lrack !

Mote of Flagyl Economy.
Decidedly the most amusing export of Mr.

Comptroller Finn's financiering was contained
in the report of the Corporation Committee of
.Ways and Supplies, published in yesterday's
paper. It seems that the Comptroller has been
in the habit of advertising nnder the ordinances
for tenders for supplying the Corporation and
its departments with stationery ; but, instead of
awarding 'be whole job to the lowest tender,
as the law provides, Mr. Flagg selects from the
tenders of each the articles set down at the low¬
ed rates, and thus makes a contract with half a
do/fn houses instead of one. Now, it is quite
obtious to every one who is acqu-uuted with
btiMuess that a statiarer, like every other mer¬

chant, cannot afford to sell a lot of goods worth
$100 at the same rate of profit as he would a

lot worth i 1,000 The stationers who tendered
at Flngg's request,. there were only seven,
most of the trade having seen too much of
Flagg's mode of doing business to desire to
deal with him. threw in some articles at lower
rates, proportionately, than others, looking to
the aggregate prollt to make the account square.
To their dire confusion, Flagg has picked out
of each tender the very articles they thus threw
in almost at a loss.ap^jf^jected the other items-
The consequence is ^Bat in the words of the
ccminittec, "it is ut{ejly impossible to procure
even the most ordinary description of articles
at the prices named.'* .Our experience of Cor¬
poration doings leaves ns in no doubt as to
what the result will be. As was done in the
case of the street contractors, the contracts
will not be lultillcd, and the city will be com¬

piled to pay full retail prices for all its sta¬
tionery. Needless to add that Flagg act*d in
defiance of law. No such dissection of tenders

, was contemplated by the charter or ordinances:
the fmmrrs of those laws directed the award
fo lie made to the lowest bidder, regarding

i each terdcr as an integral whole.
Thus 1'lagg Bares the money of the people of

New Tork. If he contented himself with break¬
ing the law, aod setting the Legislature and
Common Council at defiance, looking oat the
while for the public welfare and interest, some
excuse might be urged tor his refractory tem-
per. Bftt ty violate the In* and at the same
time t<f "K" public expenditure by ad¬
hering WPfrotish crotchets of hi« own, is too

! niictftjroe borne in silence. Let the Comp-
, bolKr choose between his two propensities.
; Lot lira either bully the Common Council, and

liio^h ut their laws, or keep a smooth face and
h e: ease the taxes. Feople mi i<ht sutler Flagg

j U> set law and authority at defiance if he was
nn ec tiomical guaroian of the public money;
or they might submit. being tolerably accns-
tcmed so to do.to Ms extravagance, if he set
an example of subordination and respect for the
popular will. But tote bullied uud fleeced all

! at once. is putting their temper to too severe a
trial.
The fact is. we think Mr. Flagg 's race i< nearly

tnn. We suspect be muyt have been deluding turn¬
s' 11 into tlit belief that Le was a popular o.licer,
and fancying, because the Journal ofCommtrci
tusiaintd him iu bad English, thai the peopk

ofNew York were satisfied with hit: coarse as

Comptroller. He wiH Bud out bi 4 niUtakd 'art
long. The cxpoti of bis oc^tyno to secure tne
«ity advertising for hi* p«rty organ.the
Evening Pott.has not l»f«n forgotten. Nor <uc

th«i public bliud to til'* fact T-hur, tho city adver¬
tisements are at present buried in journal 4

which are not seen t>y iooiv tha one huodredilJ
part of tbe population ; n«d consequently ten;
ev<ry cent paid to tbem liir publishing Corpo¬
ration matter in to muod stolen tn ui the pablic
poiket. Mr. Flagg call* tui-» ecouomy : we
call it extravagance. We think aud most

people will agree with us that it is ab-olutely
wasteful to give SI, 000 a year for advertising
to a newspaper which no one re vis, whereas it
anight be economy to gi\e $20,000 for the in¬
sertion ul the «uoie matter in a journal wh'ch
lies on every table in the city. Flagg coosi-
oerH it cheaper to act on the opposite principle,
find to nave §19 000 by throwing away $1,000
on the obscure journal. It is all a qm-Htion ot

purpose. It the object of the C -mmo'i Council
wus merely to Bee their notices in print, why
ibere is no reasou why the Democrat should
not answer as well as the Herald ; hat if th*y
wanted other people to nee tnem. every child
can perceive that, whatever were the cost,
they (should be printed m papers which are
read. The gross absurdity of the present
arrangement with re-pect to the city print¬
ing, and the impudence of tne report in
which Fla|£ recommended that tne fu-
ture the city should '.e sacrificed
to those ofj/N&>enin% Post. not less than
the ridicafcHMftfkk by which the station¬
ers' tenders ore to be nullitied can only be ex¬

plained on (he supposition that Flagg supposes
he is highly popular, and dares any thing.
He will lind ont his mistake. He has now

been thoroughly tried and his merits ore known.
He is a nmn totally unlit to be entrusted with
the functions of his present office. He is wed¬
ded to crotchets and theories ; is forever start¬
ing difficult^ and objections to every useful
proposition ; never went straight to an object
in his life, but creeps rouud, and beats the bush
until all who deal with him become disgusted.
His ideas of economy are invariably of the can¬
dle end cider. He will refuse to

< fay a poor
clerk,on the ground that some trifling informali¬
ty exists in his engagement, and will take ad¬
vantage of bis position to try to defraud half

a dozen stationers ) but the very consequence
of these foolish endeavors to aave a few dollars
involves the city in an unnec.egdjfry ?¦x [tense of
thousands. Tho clexk miyfa^wreplaccd at a

high advance on his salfl^pBd the cost of a

lawsuit must be borne : {he stationers refuse to
snbmit to bis dictation, and the city pays full
retail instead of contract price;, ; the streets,
left dirty in consequence of Flaga's quarrel
with the contractors, must be clcuused at
an enormous advance on the stipulated price.
He says he is right. be is actuated by
principle, public spirit, and so on; but where
is the use ot these ipe motives, if the result is
invariably, unifnjjtily detrimental to t ie public
interest? What is the use of Flagg talking of
his desire to be economical when under his
administration the city taxes double in tour
years? It was the same thing at Albany,
when Flagg and the Albany Regency ruled
the roaet: they were always talking of

i ec< uony. and their superior zeal for the pub-
I lie goo«l, and meanwhile the taxes were ever

on the imn < age, and the State worse governed
than at any former time. Flairg lias not
changed a hair since then; nor will he, so long
as lie is allowed to gratify his party predilec-

| tions aud bis cau'm.kerous disposition in the
I Comptroller's office.

TnE Cabinet Squabm-hk fob tub Succession
.Pikkce a Candidate..We are advised tuat it
is a mistake to suppose that Gen. Pierce has
abandoned the field for the succes-ion.that, on
the contrary, he is still a candidate for the
honor of a second term. He iB said to bo very
hopeftil against all his democratic rivals, from
the suppositions that Douglas is killed
olT by the Nebrask* bill, that Buchanan
won't do, that Cass is too old, tbat Cusbiug is

t'.o green, and that Marcy may be managed.
We further understand that the lately diacov-
cred treachery of Gushing and Forney against
Pierce and in favor of Buchanan, nas thrown
the l£xecutive completely over to the aide of
Marcy, which blocks, lor the present, the Bach-
ur.an and Soule game oftheOstend Convention.
And hence the return of Buchanan to minage
the plot, which was to be in the spring, is now
said to be postponed till next fall, unless the
wild at Washington should shift again to his
advantage.
Another thing which goes to prove that

Pierce is still a onndidate for the succession, is
his speech to the Veterans of 1812 on the occa¬
sion of their late call at the White House. Gen.
Cass was among them, and the President made,
in the coun-e of his remarks to the old soldiers,
tome highly complimentary allusions to the
patriotism and statesmanship of Gen. Gass.
Some say that this was intended to aid in the
re-union of the New York hard shells with the
toft thells, iu spite of the fact that line words
butter no parsnips. However this may be, we
learn that Tammany Hall will very shortly
make a formal nomination of Gen. Pierce for
185G. And why not? Has not John Coch¬
rane, has not Sachem Purdy, declared that,
against all enemies and all rivals, they would

i hold the President in their arms? Did they not
say so on the last fourth of July? Aud
would not JoVn Cochrane and his democratic
associates in office, and John Van Buren, still

| out of office, be the most ungrateful wretches
in the world should they refuse, at this crisis,

: any declaration of gratitude which might be
I useful to restore to Gen. Pierce the whiphand
I of the Cabinet In the matter of the succession 1

' Consider, then, that Pierce is still a candidate
fbr '56, and look out for the proclamation of
Tammany Hall on the first fair daj. Where is

! the Cashing and Forney kitchen coalition now?

The Three Chevaliers in Biography*..It it
now nearly a week since the autobiography of
the Chevalier WikofT was published, and it has
already taken the wind out of the sails of the

I Chevaliers Greeley and Barnum. Barnum's
coarse attempts at wit have only excited dis¬
gust among his literary readers, and they arc

very apt to think that be better deserves the
fifteen months in the penitentiary which wao

suffered by the Chevalier Wikoflf. Greeley's
book is as dull and stupid as his own columns.
On the contrary. Wikoff has created quite a

sensation, such as it is, and a very curious
>ens«tion it is, too. The -ales, of coarse, are

veiy much increased by this sensation, and it
is generally supposed that the publisher of
Wikoff'S book will be obliged to issue three
t mes ss many cepiei of it as of JUarnun'd or
Uretl*} '.»

But, while Wikoff gains popularity aa an

amusing raconteur, and tills bis pockets with
dollars, the people of sentiment are unanimous
iu execrating hiin as one of the moft heartless
(¦peculators in love that ever leigued that
heroic passion, and think that if Miss Gamble
bad occupied Ibe other wing of tie Genoi

| pibon, aud tt-at if both bad been couilued there
. fur three years, three months, three days and

three hours, the; would have received no more
t] an their deseits.

Larnuiu's book is the most vulgarly written,
i Greeley 's is tbe most stupid, but WikoiFshaa

ti e tty le of a Chesterfield in his " Advice to
bis Son," with just as little moral principle,
oiid just as little heroic fcectiment of action.'

! In literature Wikotf is a port of Rousseau,
deeply dabbed with tbe modern politician and
the Wall street financier. The present book id
probably the beginning of a literary c ircer of

a novel and eccentric character, and it is very
j probable tbat the Chevalier Wikoff will give ua

tbe other chapters ot his life with the same

riuiviti, and in the fame Cheaterflcldian style,
tbat baa immortalized his courtship with Mis*
Gamble.
Tbe Chevalier WikofT wan the predecessor of

the Chevalier Barnum in theatrical humbug.
It was Wikoff who first set all the American
people running after a foreign figurante.ho
originated the tactics which Barnum, oa a pup¬
pet in the hands of Jenny Lind, afterwards
adopted. Now, if Wikoff, with the spirit of

1 tbo " Confessions of Rousseau," and in the style
ot Chesterfield, gives us the details of his es¬

capade with Fanny Ellaler through this country,
it will tell even better than his account of the
Gamble affair. Let him think of it. After
tbat he can give ns a book on Louis Napoloon
aiid bis a flairs, another on Lord Palmerston
and tbe British diplomatic service; and every
year produce a volume, sometimes on Russian,
sometimes on Italian affairs. Then the Wikoff
library will form a valuable addition to our
standard literature, and take its place among
the most valuable philosophical works.

Toe City Charter in the Legislature..
L(et the Legislature beware of adopting any ol
the foolish bills to reform the city charter
which have gone from here to Albany. They
are all, or nearly all, schemes originating in
the disappointment of come office seeker who
wantp a place, and thinks he can get it under a
new twist of the charter. If anything in the
way of relorming tho charter can be done, let
it be by a bill placing matters on the old foot-

: iug, and assimilating the city government to
' tbat of ttig- federal Union, concentrating the

whole resjwnsibility on the Mayor and Alder¬
men. Tbep.$<jod government might be poa-
tible, and siupiicity would be introduced into
every doptotto&it. But not till then.

Tub Cujixitt at Fort Wahiiinok)*. There wm a re-
, port in town ygetffflay that Mian Anna Langdon Haven
! had died from tha-etfgctn of the luflocation she expe-

i rii-nced at tbe burtytyg the residence of her father, on

Saturday rtoruln^ Amf. We are bappy to learn tbat
| such ia not tbe cumf she Is living, and wan yesterday

pronounced out of danger by her physician. It will be
I recoil* cted tbat Mis* Anna Langdon was tbe one rescued

1 by Mr. Hopkins, her brother-in-law, from the balcony
window.

THE LATEST NEWS*
BY MAGNETIC AND PRINTING TELEGRAPHS.

Important from Wellington.
RESIGNATION OF Mt. SOt'LE, MIN'ISTfCK 10 SPAIN.AP¬
POINTMENT AND CONFIRMATION OP MB. BRBCKEN-
RII:<iK,OF KY , TO FII.I, THE VACANCY.PROBABLE
CIIAKU18 IN THE CABINET, ETC.

Wasiiinuto*, Jan. ir>, 1*65.
The truth of the announcement mn!« in the Herald

on Tuesday last, that Mr. Soule had resigned, has been
established to-day in a manner which leaven no room for
doubt, and is another instance of the reliability of your
information.

J> bn C. Breekenrldge, of Kentucky, wan nominated
this afternoon as Minister 1o Spain, and confirmed unan¬

imously, vice £oule, resigned.
The dangerous illness of Mr. Mason in Paris, and the

probable vacancy in the mission, baa hastened the com¬
pletion of the programme) which has for Home time been
in contemplation for a change in the Cabinet.
Very recently Mr. Buchanan was written to to ex-

charge places with Ma rev , who has determined to leave
the Slate Department, and for the last six month* has
only been looking tor a safe retreat in a drat eltx* mis¬
sion, and Mr. Mason's illness will probably furnish an

opening sooner than could be provided by Buchanan'a
return.

It ia known that Buchanan will not accept the State
Tepartment, hia frienda alleging that he ia mach too
smart to allow himself to be the legatee of Marcy's
blunders.

Mr. Guthrie will also go out.
Tbis change in the State and Treasury departments

involves, of course, a complete reorganization of the
Cabinet. What further has been determined upon we

are not at liberty to state in detail, bat the following
changes are not Improbable, viz.:.
That ex Governor fceymour, of New York, now here,

and ex-Governor Cobb, of (ieorgia, will All the vacancies,
and should Cuihing be provided with a mission, Toucey,
of Connecticut, will also be called upon.

Mr. Cnthing Is struggling for the State Department,
but l'icrce alone is favorable to him all the leaders of
the democratic party desiring that he should leave the
Cabinet. If both the Fnglish and French missions be-
con.e vacant it ia more than probable Gushing will re¬

ceive one of then.
There Is no doubt that strong Buchanan influence ia

at work la re, and these art some of the results.
The rhauge in the Cabinet earries with it a change in

the foreign policy of the administration, which now,
owing to Marcy's influence, is anti progressive, anti-
Cuba, and anti inaugural.

Mr.Slidtll, upon seeing the announcement In last
week a Hmiald of Soule's resignation, became alarmed,
andat.onee posted for Baton K<>uge. to look after his re¬

election to ibefenate. Mr. Soule having written to his
friends to cresent his name, Slldell'a chances are mi¬
nute.

Ii£.«IONATION OP MR. 80I L1, MINUHTCR TO SPAIN.
Al'POlNTMENT OP HIS BLCCE880H.Till HMITIUO-
MAN INSTITUTION, ETC., ETC.

Washwtox, Han. 16, 1855.
The Hon. Pierre Soule ba« resigned his office aa MiuW-

t> r to Spain, and John C. Bretkenridge, of Kentucky,
has been appointed as bis successor, and will be con¬
firmed to-morrow.
The Regents of the Smithsonian Institution met this

morning and disposed of all questions of controversy
between Professor Henry and others,by a large majority;
two only voting against tbe present management. It is
rumored that the minority members refuaed to attend
any further meetings of the board. Adjourned to meet
again on Saturday, 27tb January.
The Northern mail train from Baltimore was detainel

two houra and a half thia evening, by the breaking of
the cylinder at the bead of the engine, when about
twelve in lies from that city.

CNITID STATE* SUPREME CORItT.
WAHHlMitox, Jan. 15, 1K55.

No. 42. Peter J. Burrbeli, appellant, vs. Stewart C.
Marsh, et al. Argument was commenced by Mr. (iillett
for the appellant, and continued by K. B. 'Waahburne,Esq. lor the appellee.

Pennsylvania Legislature.
ELECTION OF STATE THKAH IIF.IU

lUnntKBciia, Jan. 15, 1850.
Eli Hi fer, native American, was elected by tlie l.egis-

latnre State Treasurer tt -day. The v< te was as follows:
. Hlifer, 80; K. W. Bamlm. democrat. 36; acatterLig, 4.

Pofttponciucnt of a Trial for Startler.
SvRsccsm. Jan. l.». 1JM,

The trial of Alfred Tyler, for the murder of his wife,
has been postponed until Xebniary, »n wcgoat of

I abetfivt pf impvitaut witnesses.

Latest from the Capital* .>
ISgUBlNTB OOMF SWATORIAl. BLBCTION.
AMhNDINO TDK M.W YOhK CITY OlARTKH.MOW*
J1L>T TO COL. &AXTEB.THE 1781!BY LAWS, KTO.

Albany, Jan. 14, 1865.
Tbeie was ft quorum present in bitli bouaea this morn¬

ing, though tlitt Assembly «u ruther thin, more tbfta
one-third being absout, and among them a majority of
tli* New York city ilelegatiun. They ought to be mora
prompt, especially ua they nan make the paasage from
111 rty limt street to 'lie capital in four liouia.

In the Senate, Mr. Field, at tbe re<jueat or a New"York
senator, (Mr ISarr,) gave notice of a bill relative to city
railroads. Wliftt its pruvisious are ia not distinctly
known, an it has not yet b»cr» perfected.

Mr. Speuce said he should introduce ft bill to enable
1 he school of the Five I'olnta House of Industry to par¬

ticipate in tbe distribution of the common school fund
of tbe State. If correctly drawn, such a bill will receivo
no oppoi-ition. Tv,

Mr. Spence laid on tho table a resolution instructing
tlie Ccuim t'oe on Iraurasce Companies to inquire into
tbe exptdiency of so amending tbe general hisaranco
law, as to prohibit mutual Insurance companies from
nuiig foliciea of property out or the judicial district
in which they are located, <>nd to prevt nt companies lo¬
cated in nt'jer States, whose rapitil assets are wholly or
n part of premium note.-, frou issuing policies upon
pri perty in this Slate; and to inquire into tho expedien¬
cy of making appropriation so as to enable the Comp-

1 roll rjo pay agents to exam ne insurance coinpunlra, in
cn -ee v he e such eompan ea refuse or are una'oW to paythe expense oi sucb examination

the mate, iu co-jinmt.e. passed the Assembly bill to
fee litate the Senatorial election in the Twenty ninth
oiotiict 1 ben* was no opposition, and tbe silence of
Mr. se card's friends is presumptive evd-'uee that the
perron elected cannot r»ach nig seat belore the tlrst

1 uescas in 1 ebrunry, the day when, as tlie law stands,the I uiiert States Senator n nst bo chosen. The Know
Nothings 1 ave been lulled Into a fahe security. Theywill bo awakened from their somnambulism when the
enrmy opens a bold fronts when it will be too late to le-gist tbe pressure.

In the House, Mr. O'Keefe intends, In a day or two. to
introoucs a bill amending tho charter of the city, so an
to make appropriations m a more dire<^yuuLfxj>editiou*manner than ia now authorized b> tSelCO^jpnan Coun¬
cil. At present, if a larger amount that} MHfandredand fifty doHais is wsntel 'or any pifrpcM^. thV processof publication and other u.-e'.ess and teilfrua Waste of
time, are indispensable. He purposes so to amend the
charter an to give the Council greater facility in makingappropriations, y means of which sov-ral public workn
ni'f ht he speedily ci nimen -cd, to the great relief of the
Buttering poor, and tc ullow the present sympathy to
bBTe some vent to the partial relief of the distreaaed.

Mr. Waterbary baa introduced a bill, providing for tba
erection of a monument to tbe memory of tho late Iieut,
Col. Tlaxter, and other officera, who fell in tlie Mexican jwar. It provides for tbe appropriation of Ave thousand
dollars by Hie State, the monument to bo erected la
Grtenwood Cemetery, where the remain:! of thou* gallantollicers repose. Tbe money to be placed at. the disposalof the Governor of the Mate, and that he take the necoa-
sary steps to securc »'s erection. The numerous friends
of the late Col. Baxter may reat assured that all iiosslbloexertlens will be us»d to effect the object. It is foared,however, that the dilapidated condition of the Htata
treasury will be a strong obstacle in tho way of procur¬
ing the necessary means during tbe present session.
The sutject of intercat and usury ia again in agita-tiop. This morning, Mr. Aitken 'ntroducej a bill simi¬

lar to the ono before the labt legislature. These are it*
provisions
Sec. 1. No promissory note or hill of exchange, whe¬

ther accommodation or business paper, shall bo void by
reason of any paying or receiving, or agreement to pay
or allow, such rate of interest as the narties may agree
upon; provided the time to run of such promissory note
or bill of exchange shall not exceed aix months

Sec. Whenever, in any action brought on such pro¬
missory note or hill of exchange. It shall appear upon aphadirg, and proofs in the action to that nireet, that »
greater rate of inteiest has been directly or ind'rectly re¬
ceived, taken or reserved, than seven percent per an¬
num, and at that rate for a longer time, the defendant
shall recover bis full costs, and the | hi'ntitf shall recover
and be entitled to the principal, nud uo more.

See. 3. Any party having paid upon such promissorynote a bill of exchange, ni the de-cription named in tho
first section of this act, more than at the rate of seven
per c*nt per annum, may recover back tho entire inter¬
est ao paid, together with cost* of suit, in an action of
law, provided the suit is commenced within aix monthsafter such paymmt of interest.

See. 4. In all cases whe:ever the rate of interest itf
not specified, seven per cent per annum, and at that rftta
only, shall be charged, paid and received. )
The fifth section repeals all acts inconsistent with tha

above.
The question of interest and usury Is one which will

he thoroughly dis? ussed by t- e present Legislature.The Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York are
making a move for free trade in money. A bill ia beingprepared giving money lends r* the power to collect ftnyamount of interest agreed upon between borrower and
lender, so that capitalista having ready money may dia-
pnse of it to tbe best advantage, as merchandise i.i sold.
Will Governor Clark, after c* pressing the opinion he did t| iu his message, sign tbe bill from the Chamber of Com¬
merce*
gibe Speaker presented wbat'pnrported on it* faee, tho
annual re] ort of the luspectora of the State l'risons. On
examir.ati' n it nan found to be subacribed by only one
of thim, Imrlus Clark. It was said General Storms'
name was attached, but it ia not there, though Dr. ("lark
says tbe General agreed to sign it. Mr. Kirkpatriek re¬
fused to attach hia signature, which meana that be in¬
tends to submit a counter report !he one presentedto day will not be printed until tbe other appears; and
then as the two will probably he at variance with each
other, the people of tlie State will possess just aa much
iiifoi matien to be relic1 upon, as if neither were made.

Mr. Augustus Schell. having taken the good advice oC
tlie Hin.un, has called a meeting of the (late) head
hunl er .-tate commi't« e t< gether. The notice Urst ap¬
peared in the Ctlca Gmeti', which Intimates that to be
the official organ. Tho m»etinir is to be held at OongresaHall, in this city, on the 2Mh Instant; Immediatelyafter which the important fact will lie known whetherdemocratic "fusion" la to be aceompliahed.

Miuuacliascttn Politic*.
Boston, Jan. 15, 1856.

Much opposition is manifested to the nomination of
Henry Wilson to tbo United states Senate, both in autl
out of the Legislature. In the ward ami town council*
of the Know Nothings the subject has led to warm dis¬
cussion atid bitter personalities; and it in said that
man; of the prominent member* of the order hava
withdrawn from it in consequences of differences of
opinion. ,

The following printed circular was circulated in tb«
Bouse to day:. . .

To THE MKMIiKM OF T1LK A '.I FIR I TAN ORDKR M T1IK liOl'tfl
ov Rmvnjmmvu;
All members of the House of Representative who b«-

lleve in tliw freedom of debate, who refuse to sanction a
high handled course of political action, and who are op- '

poted to the election of the Hon Henry Wilton to tha
United states Senate, are requested to meet in caucus,in the (tiecn Room, on M< n<*ay, the 15th in«t. , immedi¬
ately after the adjournment of the Honse.

In compliance with the above call, about one hundred
members of the no -use went into the Green Koom of the
State Hi use this afternoon, when, after a brief discus*
aion. it was voted unanimously to postpone, If possible,
the election ol the United States Senator for one wees
from to morrow, ami if pressed into an election to-mor¬
row to vote for the Hon. Alexander H. Bullock, of Wor¬
cester, for Senator, jn opposition to Mr. Wilson.

Missouri Legislature.
Bi'italo, Jan. IS, 185ft.

In the Missouri Legislature, on the 11th init., the bal-
lotting for United States Senator was resumed. The
name of Mr. AtcLison was withdrawn, and that of Judge
Pcott, of the Supreme Court, substituted. On the first
ballot, Pcott received 63{ Pomphan, 50; Benton, 39;
Wilson, 1; Jackson, of (.'ape Girardeau, 1.

A second ballot was taken, with the same result.
Judge Scott then withdrew his name, and Governor

Sterling Pierce was put iti nomination.
A vindictive debate sprung up on this, when a vota

was ordered to be taken, which resulted as follows:^
Donophan, 68; llerce, 55; ifcnton, 39; Wilson, 1.
On the 12th, Mr. Atchison was again nominated,

and the anti Bentonites announced their intention of
standing by him to the end.

Poitland and Kennebec Railroad Company.
B ikuo*, (Me.,) Jan. 15, 18o5.

A second railroad meeting was held here on Saturday
evening, at which another committee was appointed to
Investigate U>e propriety of a new loan to the Portland
and Kennebea Kailroad Company, and to inquire what
further exreod turaa will be necessary to complete th«f
read. The following, ainbng fcther resolutions,
passed .
Keiohed, That the legislature ha requested to post¬

pone kll action on any application made to them for tha
passage of an act authorising the further loan of tbo
crei'it of the city cf Hangi r. in aid of the said company,until after such investigation is had.

John Mltchi I at Cincinnati.
ClflUM.VATJ, Jan. 16, 1855.

John Mitchel was received at the Burnet House thig
morning by the Mayor, the committee of the City Coun
ells not attending. Amass meeting was held at Green¬
wood Hall to night, at which the members of the City
Councils were denounced for their action in welcoming
Kr. Mitchel to the city, .

Shooting AffVsy at Cincinnati.
QMOnuTI, Jan. 1J..1U66.

A distressing affair occurred hare on Saturday night,
in front of the National theatre. A yonng man natae-l
Jennings circulated reports unfavorable to the character
of a young lady recently married to H. H. Orm«b~e. a
clerk In the Katiooal Telegraph office who, meeting Jen¬
nings in the theatre, called him out, and asked bim if h^
waa the author of the alleged reports; aad he replying la
th* MbmtiT*, ftnsbet took **t» ytefcrf m4 ghot ktm,


